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SOURpE: 


1® During the month of June end the first week of July 1953 there were no 
significant developments in the labor situation in the State of Zulia, 
Venezuela® On the eve of the labor oontraot negotiations with the oil 
companies, the picture is confusing* Irresponsible newspaper reporting 
contribute a to the general confusion but does not enlighten labor® 

Zo The Oomite Unifioado still issues optimistio press releases and is 
making an attempt to. gain solid support among the rank and file of 
petroleum labor o Its numerical strength is still substantial, but ita 
lack of government backing, an absolute necessity in the oase of the 
current negotiations, gives observers the impression that it is merely 
going through the motions a The Independent faotion, which is beioked 
by the government, has made little progress in lining up substantial 
numerical support in the State of Zulia® 


3® The rank and file of petroleum labor still wants greater monetary and 
social benefits from the new contraot but does not care who sponsors 
the benefits® 
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